To:  Tanya  Mendis[Tanya. Mendis@azfamily.com] 

From:  Daguiilard,  Robert 

Sent:  Thur  8/20/201 5 8:29:35  PM 

Subject:  RE:  Possible  contamination 


There  you  go.  Please  attribute  to  US  EPA. 


Thanks,  R. 


“Navajo  Water  Tank  - STATEMENT 

The  U.S.  EPA  will  work  closely  with  Navajo  Nation 
authorities  to  investigate  a recent  complaint  about  water 
contamination  in  one  tank  provided  by  U.S.  EPA  for 
agricultural  purposes  in  the  Shiprock,  New  Mexico  area. 
Aside  from  this  complaint,  EPA  has  received  no  other 
complaints  about  tank  water  contamination. 


Following  the  Gold  King  Mine  release,  an  EPA  contractor 
has  been  providing  storage  and  delivery  of  agricultural 
water  in  Shiprock  and  other  parts  of  the  Navajo  Nation. 
EPA  did  not  administer  distribution  of  water  from  the  tanks. 

Specifically,  thirteen  tanks  were  deployed  to  provide 
watering  service  within  the  Navajo  Nation  following  the 
Gold  King  Mine  release,  which  impacted  the  San  Juan 
River.  Nine  of  these  tanks  were  deployed  in  the  Shiprock 
area.  These  tanks  were  sourced  from  the  water  division  of 
Triple  S Trucking  Company,  an  Aztec,  N.M. -based  tanker 
truck  company.  According  to  the  contractor,  the  tanks 
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were  steam  cleaned  and  inspected  prior  to  use  at 
Shiprock.  Water  distributed  by  Triple  S tanks,  under 
contract  to  EPA,  was  provided  by  the  Bloomfield  Utility 
Department,  the  municipal  water  utility  company  for  the 
City  of  Bloomfield,  N.M. 


Based  on  EPA  surface  water  data  collected  following  the 
August  5,  2015  Gold  King  Mine  release,  San  Juan  River 
water  quality  in  the  Navajo  Nation  has  returned  to  pre- 
event conditions.  This  determination  is  based  on  a review 
of  water  quality  data  collected  from  August  7-15,  2015  at 
EPA’s  sampling  point  near  Hogback,  N.M.  EPA 
Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  and  Navajo  Nation  President 
Russell  Begaye  had  a productive  phone  conversation  on 
August  19  to  review  water  quality  data.  Based  on  that 
conversation  the  President  indicated  that  the  Navajo 
Nation  may  re-open  the  San  Juan  River  for  irrigation 
purposes  as  soon  as  this  weekend.  It  was  also  agreed  on 
that  call,  that  Friday  August  21 , would  be  the  last  day  for 
EPA  water  deliveries  for  agricultural  use  on  the  Navajo 
Nation. 

EPA  will  continue  to  work  with  the  Navajo  Nation  in  the 
coming  weeks  to  ensure  that  a long-term  monitoring  plan 
for  the  San  Juan  River  is  implemented.  In  addition,  EPA  is 
positioned  to  provide  technical  assistance  in  flushing 
irrigation  ditches  on  the  Navajo  Nation.” 


From;  Tanya  Mendis  [mailto:Tanya.Mendis@azfamily.com] 
Sent:  Thursday,  August  20,  2015  3:55  PM 
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To:  Daguillard,  Robert 

Subject:  Re:  Possible  contamination 


Good  to  know.  I'll  take  it  whenever  possible.  Thanks 
Tanya  Jean  Mendis 
Reporter/Fill-in  Anchor 
3TV/CBS  5 News 


On  Aug  20,  2015,  at  12:33  PM,  Daguillard,  Robert  <Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov>  wrote: 
Hey  Tanya, 


We’re  definitely  working  on  a statement  - and  will  try  to  get  it  to  you  by  your  deadline.  I 
just  can’t  make  any  promises  yet. 


From:  Tanya  Mendis  rmailto:Tanva.Mendis@azfamilv.com] 
Sent:  Thursday,  August  20,  2015  3:11  PM 
To:  Daguillard,  Robert 
Subject:  RE:  Possible  contamination 


Perfect. 

Thank  you. 

My  deadline  is  3:30  PST. 


Tanya 
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From;  Daguillard,  Robert  [mailto: Daguillard.Robert@epa. gov] 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  20,  2015  12:10  PM 

To:  Tanya  Mendis  <Tanya.Mendis@azfamily.com>:  Press  <Press@epa. gov> 
Subject:  RE:  Possible  contamination 


Hullo  Tanya.  Tm  pretty  sure  we’ve  been  working  on  a statement  on  this  issue.  What’s  your 
deadline? 


Thanks,  R. 


From:  Tanya  Mendis  [mailto:Tanva.Mendis@azfamilv.com1 
Sent:  Thursday,  August  20,  2015  2:13  PM 
To;  Press 

Subject:  Possible  contamination 


Good  morning. 

My  name  is  Tanya.  I’m  a reporter  in  Phoenix  and  we  are  working  on  the  story  today  of  the 
drums  of  water  that  were  delivered  to  the  Navajo  Nation. 

What  is  the  latest  information  coming  out  of  the  situation  in  the  Shiprock  area? 

Can  you  comment  on  what  appears  to  be  oil  and  dirt  in  the  tanks? 

Can  you  confirm  if  the  water  tanks  in  question  are  in  fact  EPA-delivered  tanks? 

My  cell  is  below  if  you  would  prefer  to  call. 

Thanks  in  advance, 

Tanya 
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Tanya  Mendis 


Reporter/Fill-in  Anchor 
KTVK-3TV/KPHO  CBS  5 News 
Cell:  602-677-8596 

trnendis@azfamily.com 


Follow  on  twitter:  @tanyamendis 


This  electronic  message,  including  any  attachments,  may  contain  proprietary, 
confidential  or  privileged  information  for  the  sole  use  of  the  intended  recipient(s). 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  any  unauthorized  disclosure,  copying,  distribution,  or 
use  of  this  message  is  prohibited.  If  you  have  received  this  message  in  error, 
please  immediately  notify  the  sender  by  reply  e-mail  and  delete  it.  KTVK  does  not 
accept  advertising  sales  agreements  that  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race  or 
ethnicity.  This  non-discrimination  provision  is  a condition  of  every  advertising  sales 
agreement  with  KPHO  Broadcasting  Corporation,  whether  oral  or  written. 

This  electronic  message,  including  any  attachments,  may  contain  proprietary, 
confidential  or  privileged  information  for  the  sole  use  of  the  intended  recipient(s). 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  any  unauthorized  disclosure,  copying,  distribution,  or 
use  of  this  message  is  prohibited.  If  you  have  received  this  message  in  error, 
please  immediately  notify  the  sender  by  reply  e-mail  and  delete  it.  KTVK  does  not 
accept  advertising  sales  agreements  that  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race  or 
ethnicity.  This  non-discrimination  provision  is  a condition  of  every  advertising  sales 
agreement  with  KPHO  Broadcasting  Corporation,  whether  oral  or  written. 

This  electronic  message,  including  any  attachments,  may  contain  proprietary, 
confidential  or  privileged  information  for  the  sole  use  of  the  intended  recipient(s).  You 
are  hereby  notified  that  any  unauthorized  disclosure,  copying,  distribution,  or  use  of  this 
message  is  prohibited.  If  you  have  received  this  message  in  error,  please  immediately 
notify  the  sender  by  reply  e-mail  and  delete  it.  KTVK  does  not  accept  advertising  sales 
agreements  that  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race  or  ethnicity.  This  non-discrimination 
provision  is  a condition  of  every  advertising  sales  agreement  with  KPHO  Broadcasting 
Corporation,  whether  oral  or  written. 
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